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NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

IN CHARGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

Picric Acid Poisoning. — The Medical Record, commenting on ex- 
periments made by a French observer to determine the best means to 
diagnose between icterus and picric acid poisoning, says it is important 
to decide, as the external use of picric acid has given rise to occasional 
cases of poisoning. There is a yellowish coloration of the skin and mu- 
cosa, gastrointestinal irritation, prostration and a change in the color 
of the urine, similar to that caused by catarrhal jaundice. The ab- 
sence of biliary pigments in the urine seems the chief point of differ- 
ence. 

Calcium in Epilepsy. — A writer in the Boston Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal advocates the use of calcium in epilepsy. White bread and 
potatoes are very deficient in lime. The addition of this, which is not 
furnished in sufficient quantity in the food, has had a markedly good 
effect in chorea, migrane, epilepsy and other nervous diseases. 

The Present Status of Twilight Sleep in Obstetrics. — In a 
paper presented at a meeting of the American Association of Obstet- 
ricians and Gynecologists, the writer said he found it difficult to recon- 
cile the fact that a patient displaying all the clinical evidences of pain, 
such as crying and groaning, as was observed in these patients, did not 
actually experience it. However, he was fully convinced that pain in a 
goodly proportion of cases was influenced to a degree that would war- 
rant its adoption in selected cases, more particularly in the primipera 
of the highly emotional type and in multiperae where a long and tedi- 
ous labor was anticipated. 

Treatment of Erysipelas. — The Journal of the American Medical 
Association says a German physician has found a mixture of ten parts 
each of guiacol and tincture of iodine in eighty parts of glycerine effi- 
cacious as a liniment in cases of erysipelas. It far surpasses all other 
measures he had tried. 

Umbilical Cord as Repairing Material. — A Prussian medical 
journal reports two cases in which the tissue of the umbilical cord was 
used to cover defects in the mucous membrane. One was in a scar 
between the upper and lower jaws, the other a fistula under the lingual 
bone. 
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Observations on Wet Nurses. — The Medical Record quotes a 
German writer as saying that the increased energy of sucking, when 
more than one child was nursed, increased the flow of milk; in some 
cases doubled it. The duration of lactation, provided the proper stim- 
ulation of sucking or the use of the breast pump is employed, is prac- 
tically unlimited. Hottentots and Malays have nursed children after 
becoming grandmothers. 

A New Disinfectant. — The Bulletin of the Public Health Service 
states that a new disinfectant has been discovered by the workers in 
its laboratory at Washington. It is derived from pine oil, a by-product 
in the manufacture of turpentine; this is mixed with rosin and sodium 
hydroxide solution. The result is a reddish brown liquid, rather thick 
and oily in appearance. It has a pleasing odor, no objectionable taste, 
and does not injure fabrics or metals. It is over four times as powerful 
as carbolic acid as a disinfectant and is almost non-toxic, making it 
safe as a throat spray or mouth wash in solutions of ordinary strength. 
It can be manufactured for fifty cents a gallon from domestic materials. 

An Antiseptic Paste. — A writer in the Medical Record recom- 
mends silver sugar paste as an application for septic, sloughing or 
gangrenous wounds. It is made by mixing brown sugar to the con- 
sistency of a smooth paste with nitrate of silver and water, 1 to 3000. 
This is applied and covered with pad and bandage. If it sticks, it is 
easily soaked off with water. It is especially useful when an anti- 
septic must be applied through an opening in a plaster of Paris cast. 

Remedy for Intractable Hiccough. — A case of hiccough that 
lasted for eleven days is reported in a French medical journal. Large 
doses of bromide, chloral, chloroform and cocaine were given in turn, 
without result. Finally, adrenalin, in doses of ten drops of a 1 to 1000 
solution was tried; the hiccough became less frequent and ceased on the 
dose being repeated. 

Bismuth Carbonate for Chronic Colitis. — The New Zealand 
Medical Journal reports that relief was obtained in a persistent case of 
chronic colitis by giving half ounce doses of bismuth carbonate twice 
daily. Five ounces by weight was given in all. 

Honey in Antidiabetic Diet. — The Journal of the American Med- 
ical Association, quoting from a Russian contemporary, says honey has 
been found to be a good substitute for sugar and other sweet foodstuffs 
in diabetes. It prevents acetonemia and diminishes the amount of 
sugar in the urine, although honey contains 75 per cent sugar. In one 
instance the sugar rate increased when the honey was stopped and 
dropped again upon four teaspoonfuls being given daily. 
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Health on the Farm. — It is stated in Health News that the death 
rate in the rural communities in New York state is higher than that of 
the crowded city of New York. It is advised that the farmer must 
himself look out for proper disposal of waste, pure water and milk sup- 
plies, freedom from insect pests, practice habits of personal cleanliness 
and moderation in all things. 

A New Neck Bandage. — A practical device for retaining appli- 
cations high up on the back of the neck is illustrated in the Journal 
of the American Medical Association. The dressings are applied in the 
usual way; a 2-inch bandage is passed twice around the neck and folded 
on itself lengthwise the second time around. A piece of stiff card- 
board is cut a suitable size and shape to support the dressing and the 
lower end placed in the fold of bandage. The bandaging is continued 
over the cardboard, carrying a few turns over the high top, until it is 
secure. This bandage can be as high as is required and does away 
with the need for sticking plaster. 

Ignored Symptoms in Children. — In an editorial on this subject 
in the Medical Record, a quotation from the Lancet says that growing 
pains are in reality rheumatism. Other conditions may cause these 
pains, as tuberculosis or syphilis. Another condition not always recog- 
nized is epiphyseal trauma, following perhaps a blow from a ball and 
impairing the usefulness of the finger. 

Collodial Sulphur in Rheumatism. — French physicians report 
exceptionally good results in the treatment of acute articular rheuma- 
tism by means of intravenous injections of collodial sulphur. In every 
instance the pain was relieved within twelve hours after the injection, 
sometimes within two hours. The temperature began to fall on the 
day after the first injection. In severe cases ten were required. There 
was in each case a systemic reaction lasting a few hours. 

Salt Prevents Sweating. — The Journal of the American Medical 
Association says that a German physician has had good results in check- 
ing the night sweats of phthisis by the administration of a level tea- 
spoonful of salt in half a glass of water; 5 gm. sodium chloride, in 150 
cc. water. The salt even checked the sweating under sodium salicylate 
and during the crisis in pneumonia. 

A Ring to Protect Open Wounds. — A device adopted in Germany 
consists of a broad strip of roofing paper, slit at intervals along one 
edge; the strip is then rolled into a ring to fit over the lesion. The slit 
edge adapts itself to the surface of the skin below. A sheet of gauze 
laid over the top of the ring is held in place by a second narrow ring 
slipped on outside. 



